LIBRARIAN'S REPORT : ’ T =
To tue Board of Director%s_of the Lawrsnce Free Public Library;
Herewith is respedtfully submitted my report of tne work
ot tne lawrsnce Free Public Library during its twelfth fiscal year
ending December 31, 1916.

In spite of tane fact tnat tne accessions of books have been ;
tar less than the average per year for tue twelve vears tue free
library has been in existance, t.e reference work has again prac-—
tically @oubled and tae circualion has made a gain of 1118. o

As the nsaviest reference demands have been made on the
periodical files, both bound and unbound, Wwe have been able fo meef
tiiem Ialrly well; thougn tne numter of tlmes we have been obliged to}f?f>
cneck ¥"de- n ot nave" agaiqst a list o%—modern reference books, nas T
bsen alscouraglng to both librarians and llbrary patrons. e

Ae we are 1ook1ng forward to no repalrs from.thas year s main«i %1T?
tenance- fnnd, and an increased levy for next year, should our fﬂ;i‘
TEqLSSt to Mr arnegie for money for llbrary extens*on be granted,‘
tine library staff works w1tn a vision of JOYS to come. SNCLURE

Last year tne deficit: Was due to extensive repairs on tne
bassment, botn 1n31de and out, and this year to re-plumbing from
start to finish a new drlnklng fountain and tne replaeing'of t011et ff

xthres, all necessary, but. quite too heavy for a fund not even Tlég,iv

suf;wcient Yor the admlnlstering of & rapldly growing educatioaal

innfltution.»\

Tne onlf extension Work done this Vear was tue granting to
country: teacners tne privilege of taklng at ons time, I0 vols. of

juvenile non—fictlon for -use in thelr school rooms. This was granted

2

to tne city teacners a feﬁ years ago. :

el R Lo e i LR 3 A L g,

Because of the illness of a member of ine 1iorarv staf:, the

sStory nour and tna talks to the High Scnool students were dlscon-

inued. A etory—teller nas now been employed and beginning with tiae.

r ¥

first of: FobTuary stories will pe told each week throughout the

§

spring semester. The story-nour always arousss anew the interest of

[is

tne attending children in the pooks of the juvenile department, -
 with the result that tae cireulation promptly increases.

We.nave not felt tae loss of the High Scnool talks this
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year as once before wnen they were omitted, as the freshmen class >

ie now made up largely of girls and boys who for yesars have been

i

patrons of the juvenile department, and tas accustomedness 13

i

rried with them to tiie adult department. . : :
Tne notable gifts of tne year nhave been a large picture .of

the St.Gaudens §tatue of Lincoln, preseﬁted by Mr.C.H.Tucker of the
Library Board; a piecture o:r tnes survivors of tne Quantrell Raid,
taken at tne time of tae fiftieth anniversary of that event, together
with a cloth bound copy of the Dbook 1ssued at that time by the ey
Journal-World, both Dresenued by Mr.W.C.Simons of the Journal-World,
and tne fine 2 vol. edition of Tnaysr's Life of Joian hay, presented

by Judge Norton.

on Jan Ist .I905 thne new Free. Publlc Library opened its doors

to tne public with 5}83 vols. xclusive of publlc documents From 1905
to I916:.inclusive, there have been added 11127 vols., -OT. an average |
of 927 1/4 each year. This snould make the library mumber 16, 610 vols.;ﬁ
put unfortunately books will Wear out, and occasionally tne word"free'if
18 misinterpreted, so that there have been, 1n the twelve years, : 5

,452 vols. taken from 01rculamion, or an average or 204 1/3 a year,
thus making'tne net gain per Vear 722 I11/12 vols., or the total boeks Sl

P

‘now in c*rculatlon 14 158..

" Tne total accessions for tis year were 625, 538 bn pu;cnase
and 87 by gift. Of tnose nurcnased 20 waTe from the Perkins Mem-'*

orial fund.

The accessions dlstributed in tne varlous clasees are as ;

fecllows:

Adult bound periodicalS............ I35

Adult PLIOLION o % i e mpeiwy &0 o =, 238

Adult nen—fiction o . «ileviscd e 185
Reference department . . . . . . . - 18
Juvenile filctiom: e« . +:-e:. ;'. oL DY

| | 25

Juvenile non=fiction . . s e & & -

Juvenile bound periodicals . i

Total s . «:» 625

AR B3 8

Tha number worn out and 1ost was 301, 179 adult and 122 juv-lﬂ“

enile, leaving a net gain of 324, or 398 11/12 less than the
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Tne total accessions divided in classes ars as follows:

Adult bound periodicals . . . . . .1730
Rduls Tileltlon . w « s = = s 's = o963
Adult non-fietion . . . . . . . . 5642
Reference department . . . . . . . 469
Germefi Qepartment i Ll eeneoacan . 393
Juvenile fiétion*. <".. . . . . . 1193
Juvenile non-fietion . . . . . . .II26
Juvenile bound periodicals . . . . .144
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The last volumes of tne New International Encyclopaedia are}
just accessioned and the complete edition is now on tne shelves of

e refsrence room.

The 1list of donors of books is as Ffollows: Mr.G.W.Kleihsge; 2
Ir.E.Bumgardner, Mfs.C.S.Finoh, many books and pampnlets falaﬁing tod,kiv“
" the war ffom and bx SiT Gilbert Parker, Miss Kate Stephens, “:i.f'* '
Mrs.W.A.McKeever, Kansas City‘Star's Life of Wm.R. Nelson,:' »
Judge J.Q. A Norton, Miss Alice  S.Clark, Mr. Frank E.Ward, Japan
Society, Pan—American Union, Mrs. L.E.Sayre, Mrs.Ellzabeth Gilbert, |
. Mrs. F.u.Bryant Mrs.R.B.Preuszner, Miss Prudentia Gowell, f*:

Mr. A Walker and the autinors and editors of various works, many of
them truly dasirable. f ' s -.$~2: . oL Bages

A numoer of; Kansas documents, both pampnlets and volumes,
have been added o the files now located in the’ oasement When th°
stack room is onlarged tnese w111 all ve brougnt to the first floor ‘d;;:)

d mads of grsater use, because more oohveniently located. e

The circulation statistics are as follows:

P hawit piotion . - PaE. . . . 32053
Adult non~fiction il i s eie az, 9509
Juvenile Fleslon s & i uiil,. . 1378

" guvenile non-fietion . . . . . . . 3097

Tatal . o0 BROBY
The total circulation for I9I5 was 50,969, making a gain of

1118 for 1916.
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Tne comparative statistics for tne Ywo vears are as follows:

Adult fietion, _. ..I91I6 . . . . . 32,053
Adult non-fiction I9IS &« » » = 31,009

Gain I9I6 1,044 1044

Adult non-fietion 1916 « i " . 3 79,5068
Adult non-fiction I916 . . . . . .8,726

Gain 1916 633 633

Juvenile fiction 1910 . &+ % is" 208,086

Juvenile fiction LOIE: 55 2w v el gD
Loss 1916 1,108 - : 1108

Juvenile non-fiction I9I6. . . . .. 3,097
Juvenile non-fiction I9I5 . . . . .2,548

Gain I9I6 549 ¥ 549

$2,226 ;' 1108 1 3

cain: I9I6 ' 3,236
Loss 1916 1,108
Net. gain I916 1,118

Tne largest montaly circulation was in Marcn and numbered
5,334; tne smallest was in Auvgust and numbered 3,238.The avarage ,
aally circulation was 147 " | " é

Ianuly 1915 ‘we duplicated for circulationvsix of tne best ik
‘magazines: Atlantic, Bookman, Century, Harper 8, National Geographic, ;
World’s Work and North American Rev1ew, ‘the latter donatad by ‘ ”‘:‘J
Mr,Tuckar. Tnat tnis extension nas been appreciatsd by tne library
raitrons is evidenced in the eirculation, 1188 in tie present year,
and 424 in toe six montns of I9D5. When tie magazines are bound inr
" volumes they are put in circulation with the general COllection;”

In i905 there were 49 periodicals on our list. Now there are
105, execlusive of the'circulatimg duplicates. '

The sixth biennial registration of borrowers cards now. k
'numbafE<,787 adult and 784 juvenile, a total of 4,57I, anraddition ot f?;‘ﬁ
1,787 during the year. This exceeds by 369 the fiftn reg;stration’ai :
tne corresponding time. : ' g

Tasre were 546 volumes rsbound and I48 volumes of periodicals: :
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vound. Tnis 1s the largest number of periodicals we have ever bound

(
\

an ong time. The larger magazines have been filed in the basement,
but tiae almost constant use of tnem makes binding a necessity in

ordsr to preserve them intact. As tne oindinv of these large volumes

1s quite expensive, we ars working backgat tie rate of\oﬁiﬁ apbout

30 vols. a year.
And s0 witn almost notaing to swend taere nave been gains all

along tne line, so small at times, tnat seemingly we werse only marking

time, but nevertneless eacn step brought us a slight degree in advarce-ﬂi"j

IF w3 can do this on #nothing a ysar" what might x® not be our
progress on a more adequate appropriation. '

And tnis brings us to our vision of the future. The Librarr'A
Board and tne City Commissroners are co—operating with Mr. Cnarles S.
Gleed in an effort to secure funds from tne Carnegie Corporation forfif

t..& mueh needed 1ibrary extension. That we have gained xha a hearing k.

through Mr.Gleed 1is eVidenced bY the fact tnat raquests for statistics‘rfi?

ot various. kinds have been received from the Corporation. These have o

been 1 omptly suoplied tnrougn the treasurer of the Board and tne

“library arcnitect. While tne plans are not complete, the thought izt

the enlargement of the reference, stack and cnildren's rooms. This waaA .

would mean more basement room for work snop and storage also the
doing over 1nto attractivse form the assembly room, winich could then s
ke used for meetings of various kinds as opportunity nresented ‘

We fully expecﬁ Mr Carnegie w111 give us tne necessary money
for ¥nese improvements, “but should ne not we will turn to the City =
Cormission in rerfect faitn thaf tne needs of a growing educational
instution such as their Eublic,Library,will be gladly met. ‘

For the co—-operation of tne Library Board, a Board‘ever ready

tc give its .helpful council and interest, the librarian is deegply
2 4

grateful.
Respctfully submitted

M K. Dbty
T—-—

Librarian.




