Lawrence Free Public Library

LILLIAN J. CONSTANT, LIBRARIAN

Lawrence, Hansas

i , To the Board of Directors of the Lawrence Free Public
: Library.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a pleasure to submit to you the forty-third annual
report for the year ending December 31,1947.

The library has been open for reading and for the circu-
lation of books 303 days, eleven hours each day, closing on
the usual legal holidays.

Circulation
Adult fiction 45,394
Adult non-fiction 16,116
Juvenile fiction 11,304
Juvenile non-fiction 13,507
Total 86,321
Circulation by classes-Adult department

? General works 792
§ Philosophy 671
? Religion 550
1 Soclal sciences 1,259
Philology 96
Science 627
Useful arts 1,807
Fine arts 2,271
Literature 2,794
History 1,538
Biography - 2,367
Travel 1,344
Total 16,116
: Registrations
| By 1t pctive Added Withdrawmn Active
| 12/31/46 1947 1947  12/31/47
‘Three year period
.~ "Adult p~ 3,223 1,060 0”7 4,283
Juvenile 1,525 - 409 L 37?3%7
One year or less ’
Student 321 702 321 4 702
County B BQed Y gg,
Rural student 50 35 50 :
Non. resident = _ .- . -- .
depositors 207 175 382
3 o4%T g06- 75087
Total 5,452 zfAIJ ity 2 e
107
Book Stock
: Adult Juvenile Total
Dec. 31,1946 29,762 7,784 5z,g$2
Added 1947 1,175 392 1,371
Withdrawn 1947 i 00T ggg 57545
Total Dec.Zl,1947 30,050 s % 4o
Gifts included above 172 o b
Number of periodicals currently re 10

d
Number of newspapers currently receive
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This year Ras Presenteci many changes to the library Miss
constaﬂt's reslgnatlon, which took place after 28 years c.)f ser-
vice, oversrlaaoyv§u a.l events. It was almost impossiple to
jcture tne Puoiic Liprary without her gracious presence and
guiding hande. -

puring 1947 circulation increased 3,338 over iast year, for
q totai OT 86,321 books. The shell arrangement on tie s-ain’floor
pas been changea to permit easier pubiic access to the books, ana
to lighten the liprarians' work. In the process, every book,in
the adult aepartment was shiited. Ail adult Dooks have peen
carefuily reviewed and 887 have peen discarded, their useiulness
et an end. This is part of a continous evaluation of the DOOK
stock, insuring a 1ive coilection and making room for more recent
materials. slany DOOKs were kept in circulation througn the ef-
fobts of our own repailr department, 1,635 books having been ser-
viced auring tne year.

Retference neeuas have not oeen hegiected. The south-east
room on the main rlooTr IOW holds the reference collection that
was formerly shelved in six separate places in the iiorary.
Periodicai files ITomnm 1920 to aate have oeen brought up from
the basement, making access TO ther: easier, while the olaer
issues were shelved in aiphabetic order in the basement.

A change tnat the publiic has welcomed is the display table
where new DOOKS &re on exhipit' for one week, permitting all to
pecome acguainted with the iatest works and to reserve then 1f

desired.

The ropbery of the 1ibrary this summer stowed the danger
of keeping deposit money in tne library and called gattention to
our outmodeu cepesit system OT registration. This nas resulted
in iiperaiized registration requirements, and eiisinated tie
deposit systvem in the process. 1t is no longer necessary to
secure the signature of a property owner pefore one can receive
a porrowers card. Personal joentirication showing name and
Lawrence ecdress is now surficient.
A 8isapovcintment to many of our regular patxjons_mll be the
extending oT Tue numbering on our porrowers' carads, instead pf
using the same number series over again every third year. This
was found necessary Since the old pystem permittea two groups
of caras to be in ertect at tne same time having the same DUMODETS.

The promoting of reading among_school_cnilareqls wg.‘;x upcriler
way in Lawrence, thanks to our cpiidren's departmert work o
Co-operation with the Parent TeacheT AssOCl,a,’T’}on’ e 'b;freuce
kecreation Commission, the Lawrence Puoiic R e vt:ue"ﬂniv-—
ersity or Ke-sas. This year saw tne concliusion or tn?dmos‘;’rat
successful Surmmer Readaing Prograi Jawronas EeR SE .ngl. rogreams
a?ﬂ Book ‘ﬂeek, witii its Qeccrated StO,I,.e V]ind-(?W%, SCL:OI-e %neg g
liorary visits, and newspaper and radlo puoj.lulty, we
result s or Liorary - P.T.2. co-operatlon.

Story Hour! A world of enchantment to the cnh('lizﬂyjiz:zzetn
Saturday morning as they listen e Stqryteu"er?ai Studies
Smith, who is working IoT university oredlt bOgltjm;same time
Ihe Recreation Commission conaucts & story e acni_lfuren.
every weex at Woodlewn Sciool IOT Nortn Lawrence
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Class vi-sits to th_e ;iurary have resuited in a petter under-
stanuing ol 1lor Ty Tacilitles by the grade and junior high school
stuaents, wno nuve peen our guests tnis year on conducted clasé
tours. oSix junlor nign scgooJ_' classes visitea us at the veginning
of the scnool year and auring Book ¥eek nine grade scrool classesb
visited the cniluren's room, while one third grade ciass has peen
naking reguiar calis_eyery other week auring the 1947-1948 school
year. Scrnool autuorities report wonueriul progress in reauing
and have expressed a cesire to continue these visits and to incluue

more classes.

The heating plamt of tne library has been improved auring
the year Dy rour major improvements. The poiler was relflued
. and the worm gear replaced in the stoker, resulting in more
efrieient operation. A nola-fire control was instvailed to prevent
the fire from going out overnight, and two steam unit heaters have
been placed 1n tne ¢hiidren's room to imsure a comrortapble temper-
ature even during the coldest days of the year.

The liorary appreciates thne gifts of Dpooks and of plants
and flowers that have pggf made the liprary more attractive. We
nave had an unusual numoer oIl such giIts this year. One, the
Maud A. Maffet iemorial Collection was purchasea with funds sent
by her rriends TOr DOOKS instead of rliowers. A splendia memorial
thet will oring pleasure to many. :

Two DOOK Teviews were given auring tne first part of 1947.
That there have been none this winter, reriects the prograr of
the present Liprarian in organizing the liobrary into workaole
units for efficient service belcre concentration on reaaing
projects.
t have been made are due to the splendid
staff has given the liprarian. they heve
rkea hard anda long to bring apout
vetter service to the puolic. -The ¥iorarian- takes tnis opportunity
to thank them ror tneir whoiehearted support, anda 1o thank the
locai newspapers for the excellent publicity. -
ress his gratitude and apprec;iation
ragement, co-operation

The many cpanges tha
co-operation the liprary
-shown great patience anu have WO

The iiorarian wishes to eXpre
to the Boara of Directors for their encou
and support of the work of the-liprarye.
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Liprarian
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