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ne honor %o submit the twenty-fifth annusl report for the

Qur building wzs a gift Brom Andrew Carnegdie. It was through the
effort of Peter E. Emery, a memoer of the Board who was well acquainted
sith the conditions under which ir. Carnegie was providing funds for
libFaries that our city wes able to secure this splendid gift. ur.
cernegie donated $27,800, with the understanding that the city provide
each year one tenth of that sum for maintenance. Mrs. Chas. P. Grovenor
gave the lo s upon wnhich the building stands. .
ifter an election held A4April 7, 1903 the city council proéeeded to

organize under the statutes of the state. This was under the administra-

tion of Mayor Selig. Twelve members were appointed on the first Board.
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In 1914 a change in the state law reduced the number to elgnt. i Dagie

The following mempers were on this Byard: T Re GTLEEB . AwilieisCOX;
4. J. Dicker, C. S. Hagll, P. L. Emery, Gurdon Grovenor, F. . Bennett,

irs. A. Henley, Dr. Egward Bumgartner, Harry Dick, Wim. Bromelsick. ¥rs.
AN~

:sﬂaLf~1a the only one oI these now gerving.

The building was completed and formally opened Dec ember 26, 1S04.

There were two librarians, lrs. Nellie Beatty, who is now lrs. Palumer,

/
was appointed librarian and Hiss V.rginia Edwards was made assistant.
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e now have four 1ibrarians.ion the staff..Qur present janitor, Jack

Porter, came in June, 31906,
- Y ¢
The library Opened with about 5,000 voluzes that were in shape

for service. We now have nesrly 23,000 volumes. During the year 1905

there were issued 2431 borrowers cards, and the books circulated

.. To day one halfl of our populetion are library patrons and

our books circulated 104,146 times last yeat-
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0day we use .55 of a mill.
™ el 6 43 ‘L oarv made it possible to maintain
The many friends of the 1ibTaIy =< i b
X 3 1 e way of gift bot
€Xcellent service through their generosity in tae waj gi1its, DoOT
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The furni %—( wa2s provided fo i+ .
BRI AT HIRIET v L GV 1eQ or T - - T = 2 % o
Th DTOVLC ior, in the { n, by the Carnegie gift
- N
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and Was aa 313 54 ITence & e L,awrence Plani 1 T +7
and reénce at the Lawrence Planing i7i1l. The clock that
L hee Rt Ene charoinc d 1 o 1 y
stenis bacX OI TLE€ clarglng deskx was the gift of lirs.Sara Robinson. SiZ
gif ara T nson.
- ~rhosire wTere civen br ~r 5 s g
rattan chelirs were gilven oy kmery-Bird-Thayer; we are still using thres

The furniture 1n tae Directors' room was given by the family of B.W.
ne office wes the gift of Gov.Robinson and

-

the children of Amos A.lawrence. Steel stecks have been added in more
has always been a friend.
ne is constently providing some litile convenience for the librarizns |
or the janitor. She planned the back-stairs as a step saver, provided

rugs for the office, furnished the slip covers for the chairs in the

pirectors! room, gave books and pictures and when the walls were too: |

dingy, well, she just had them redecorated. But best of all she remem- |

bered the children of Lawrence by providing the delightful room for

their books. ey
We also had a very splendid gift from lrs. Theo.Poehler,a collec—

tion of books for the children's department and a German collection of |
374 volumes. e
Many otaer friends gave books and piciures. Dr.Edward Bumgardner

+ ig used in our gift books. In looking .over

ys when the directors were struggling w with

the minutes of those ezrly da
finances, I notice, in several lnstances, that Harry Dick had nrecentec

a bill for supplies which had been receipted. -
The Watkins bank, through C. H. Tucker gave gifts of books for

ile

g for the building. The Ladies of the G.A.R. |

W)

refgrence, pietures, a Il

gave the fleg pole in 1833.end lzter = new flag. St 1
W ¢ r 33 years the treasurer, giving much time:and.’}

m.Bromelsick was fo

valuable service. LA
George Hackman, for many years ¢hairmen of the finance commlttee

a small levy cover a large budget.

helped to budget the funds, maXking 5 dg
Br.C.J.Du niap served lon- and Faithfully on the library committee.

H

10 -Tipe 4“"1 ap belongs much credit for our splendid book collehtion.
The library hes within this time received three endowments. The

L.H.Perkins.Tke sun of 51000 was

1y

irst came through the bequest Of
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civen the library end has been invest ted, the inierest 8 being used

. . 11.4 find from Kiss Virginia Edwards
purchase of booXs. L similar fund from Xi8 S g
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b £ £4000 from the esta%e of lMr. Gurdon

has been taollshed and one O
Grovenor.




puring thisperiod the librarians have ca Seid ==
puring t PeI the librarians have cathlogued 29,557

The Nocet ves armrh Yoo, icaze il i
The past year each book circu €d, o2 an average of 4.5
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times and 7 Dooks per capita. Heving e totel circulqtion of 104.144 vol
e et
4
In looking over the first accessions I notice a rumber of
guthors whose worxs were read a2t that time are still writing and hew ot
titles finding places on the shelves to-day. Among them are Rider Haggard,”

J. C. Lincoln, Hemlin Garland, G. B. McCuicheon, Ellen Glasgow, R. W,

Chambers, Henry Van Dyke, Edith Wharton. But where are the books by
George Henty, Cliver Optic, Pansy, Annie Fellows Johnston, Horatio ‘Alger;.;}
imelia Barr or James Otis? However, Toby Tyler by Otis is a title that is ]

good today. The Alcott books are quite pogular especially now that -

they are pul ed in the beautiful Beacon Hill edition. While the"
'Pensy books are not read, the author's son, Raymond MacDonald Alden: '

ig writing for us.

erha s some of us will s e arother twenuy~f1ve Jears of proaress

g

e hope our twe Ty flve year ola fu*naco wxll nave had a cuccessor.

addition to this one,
will welcome mores endowments for our book fund. In the mean time the

awrence Free Public Library will try %o give the citizens of Lawrence
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&2 little better cervice than in the past guarter of a ceniury.




