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To the Boari of Directors 0f the Lawrence Free Tublic L!

I take plessure in submitting to you a repcrt of the wor

the Lewrence Free Public Library durlag 1ts sixteenth flscal yezr,
endiing December 3Ist, 1920,
The yeer has besen one of progress, though it has been one of

read justments on account o; charges in the staff, Our records show

-

¢ constznt growth in circulation;ibock eccessions, in referénce“
work; and 1n. registered pstrons. 7

Our circulation hes grown until 1% has reachac thn largﬁst
number 1a the h*story of the librfry. Our books have c*rcul?ted ;

aIBIO ti 8, anl incroase o’ 4093 over the previous yepr

)

;The ﬁirculation statistice sre ag *ollo,

Rdult fictlon | . Aligedo 2’°4°, ;
‘ﬁdult noa-fiétion L e g
Juvenile fiction et “ :v‘~§375
Juvenilen9n-fict15£?: i‘g,;1‘?1%{‘6419. -
*;ié;érage daily.cfiéuiétiéh‘: Ehd IéOl 3

‘*rTne nircul?tion of duplicate copips of magazinns was 9T
a.Io s ak =23l ov**,’aat ynar.x. ‘

"fVot wit zst&ndiﬂg the: f ot that. +his hae been a year of high

pric@s, we Have accpssioned IOSO boo&s 70a b? purchase. This is

ware entered during the year ISIS

T“a 1920 aceessions distribufei 1n the v*rious claasae gTe

as follows. K "‘f,f  CREn s ,l' e
Pdult fiction' , e e Rl L
Fadu1t non-tietion vl s e 336
"Reference depsrtment;  L B » 53
Juvenile flction i : 5
Juvenile n*ﬁpfiction I10
Totzal. | ‘105Q
Giees L BN SRR 3 Baiaag
iost and withdrswn v feaEer a5
Total number in the 1library " 17889 |
We"havé nad 2 buqy yenr ir 5éeference denartmenﬁl Vuv opan'j'

shelf system mak»s our lib ery oo ttractiva place far t e atudnnt

Te hava been %bla to’serva meny afuienta from the Univgraity; ag’.



#2ll =8 from the High “chool,
Since the Board of Tducation hess =sstzblished = Junior Hi

“c ool we nre Teellng the pressure uppanthe refarence work ian the
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people we shall need mofe reference books, and more space for books.
The llbrerliens have glven talks to students instructing them in
the use of the Llbrary. These tzlks have heen given both &h the
Licrary and in the stulent's =zssembly room.
Children's book week wes observed with ta2lks to parents, and
with & dlsplsy of sultable books for children.

The story hour wrs continued under the direction of ¥rs.
Humble #ho so graclously gave her ssrvices, ¥iss Glenienning,?¥isé
;ordon and ¥ra Sasunders elao ragi .tsd with this work. There were
19 pnriods with an average attendance of 38, e :

The eighth biennial registrﬁtidn opened August I, IS19, Ve
now have 3595 adult ani TI3I juvenile subscribers, in all 4726, en
incre=se 0530 ov¥r + is period of the last regiatfation. 7

VBetween July I7 aniniugust I3 the Library wes closed-for
repaire,. Our loyal director Mra. Henley very gensrously provided
for the redecoration of the interior of the bullding, also made
posslble a vetter ventilating systeam by ﬁlaclng six new windoy§>
in thé.ra eding rooms, Other glfts from Mrs. Henlny include two
PiC*u.ea one ths pairting"ﬁope' ‘another an engrnving‘which
originally belongei to fhef”ha*chnr colleﬁtion. Te are alao endebted
to her for the Librrry of 1="rx?:e'ft::1‘;::: 4t,'ﬁa 13 771 me st c’f‘enlectt
tions from our best authors. - i R | fv;f¥;f

Trom Yigs Fdward's estate we have received 7 crhinet auiteble
for filing plctures, @ typéwriter, table, clock, pictures éndibdaks.
Ather donors of books are: Miss ¥, ¥ . Beecher, ¥rs, B, 7.Preuzner,

2hao

1, : ‘v:r\ 2
Yrs Yetoalf, ", H.Sears, Vrs ¥.2,Thayer, YTso. p.7.Mtchell,L.D.Payrols

ra, L.%.%eyre,¥rs, 7, %.0alton, Prof “timpaon, Mrs Geo. Young,
L;%. Styaus, rar-egie Frniowment,Ames ?me:ich g

Mig, O, H: atate Figtorical Soclety,Librsry of Tongress,
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8 § w e of ¥ =chusetts, “tat r
.F.21llen,, Yaude Yowe, 0.H . Xahn, State oi “aseechu s e of

w w ‘ - - R .
inols,;J.L.Brady, W,A,Gri’fith, J.B. arrell, 1sx zLola Brown,

B { ; : H O 2 b ;
Wias Wary Prlusvi ¥rs. W.JiPlerce, Norinns H.2:zith, Sweithsonlan

”W*ifutﬁju, triendg of Trisk "rzedom. A
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Tt 1s highly desirehle thet we mee’t tihe neelds of our growing
petoonege. "o Jo this ws shoull provide more books, more ahsck
room for tocka, anl & larger room for reference work. 7Te &r ncw
srowded alamost to the limit, Our hooks fror the hindery sre here
and we are finding 3ifficultv ir placing them on the shelves.

Jur fiiing cehlnets for c=ards are crowdeld, Wew drswers are

ow needed 14 the Young Teopls room,

The registration svster is snother pronlem to be considered.
Tt has been the custom to register for new spplicstlona once in
tWO UsETs. Tith our present large numher of borrowers 1t is & grest
unidertaking, noth in time and in expense.

This lerge nuamber of patrona slso causes our present loean
svstem -'“12 e LAr = Lo =™ rm-‘,_.d a0l + '{\p s
aystem, whilch sella-for = gardl for esca LOrrow ook, to-pe
1ittle hurdensome. "ity librar§es sre zdopting a single cerd

Viss Fdwards wea nonsidering & change nefore she left, and. .
latar wrote me caoncerning this plan anl its use in various libreriesv:
in "aliforniz. T should he glad if the Roard coull see the wag cleer

to nelp work out some such system.

Ta the pest we have lost the use of munh materizl in psmphlet
form for the lack of proper filing ejuivment. We have teen trying

fany librsries sre using %he verticsl pamphlet file, which makes the

fillng as well as the preservsticn of +his meterial & simp;e proclgm,

A

These needs are suggestions which T aw subhmitting to yau}fq::

cuture consideration.,

n

risn;,

!

Owine to- the-illness anl death of Yiss Tdwerds, our it

o -

: AP rds e T
and to the 1llness o° cur evening livrerian, ¥rs. 1ldiinger, 1t

1 s} 1mn £ ochanoe ' the . Btaffl. ¥
beceme necesssry to mske a numher ol cnanges 1
- 5 = -~ oz E LR Sy ~e 4 %
The duties &F liorarisn fell upon the essistant. iss TJmpiass

reference work, wes mede sggistent. Wrs. YVellle YcTerland wes &lso
meds an assistant, her perticuler work heling with the chlldiren,
These twa workeps begin thetr dutles at ore P Y. This left the
librsrlan alone in the morning to care for the loan &ni refercence
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