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7o the Honmoradle =ayor and ths Council of the City of
‘ or -

[ qWrencey EALas .

-

e herewith rasoactfully submit ths forty-fifth annusal

a00T T of the Zoard oI 5-_311‘30}01‘8 of the Lawrence Free Public
{151’31'7 ror the year ending Uecsmbper 31, 1949,

MATATENANCE FUKD

3318008 d 842.95
ﬁoiptﬂ 16.1.66.29,/

Library #alntenance

Salnriﬁs g 9’ 552080

RQ0K8 1,192.39 I
pariodicals 3?9.05

Bindlng 258,71

tiprary supplles 510.87

Sullding ifaintsnance

/,

Janitor's salaTy 9 1,541.10
Pullding sunplies 54487
Ranairs and squioment 1,462.24
Utilities 836.76
Insuranoe 568.94
Cther items 102.27
Jalence 359,24
B 17,309.24 g 17,309.24

DUPLICATE PAY COLLECTIOR FUED

BalanCQ : 1.572023

Receipts ' 1,293017

farrants 3 2.122.04

i T ¥ 7,965:45
3 2,905.45 3 y 705,
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Gecelpts

Harracts
Balznca

Zalanoe
Pecolpts
warrants
Salance
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Regeipts
farrants
Sulange

Al of which is respectfully suumitcT
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L. H. PERKINS 4¥VORIAL FUND

B 11ea2
' 53,00
¥ 5L 32

2 1,025,12
67.36
3 1,092..8

CURDON GROVZNOR MEMORIAL FUND

& 35,24
V2 )
2 162.45

MAY MOORE HEMORIAL FUND

2 7L .00
20.97
s 10097

JANS WILCE KPMORIAL FURD

SR - D373
. 9

B - - Fh e

1,09202"’7 .

'

ALL FURDS

& 20,755.03
2,022.12

——-—-———""—-—:-_T‘-

ed,

Prasident

)
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5 53.93
1,022.50

1,092.42

OF

2 11245
50.00

s 162.45
$ 50.97
50,00

3 108,97
8 59.74
1,032.50

9 1,092,424

5  2,827.69
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) and Gentlement

+the year aundi
report for y S8

¢cne poard of Direotors of the Lawrence Free Pubids

1g & pleasurs UO sutalt to you the forty-fifth annual

Lacember 31, 1349,

~rary has beéen O0pan 7 a
pne 1iorary 2810 10r reeding gnd for the circu-

e asual lexal holldays,

s ) ‘. 3 Y S
£ books 305 days, eleven hours eaoh day, closins on

CIRCULATION
sult fioticn '

ﬁdult non~-fiction lz'g'ggg
juyenile flctlon 27,513
Total lOZ,?q;

/Y &,/ €7

NON-FICTION BY CLASSES
Genersl works 1,171
Ph1l05GDEY 899
Religion 914
Sooial soiences 2,933
Pril0logy kil
coience 1,809
Useftl arts 3y 312
Fine arts 33932
Literaturs 4»489
s 2,166
 Blography LA
Traval 1,373
Pamphlets ——L22
Totsal (0l

REGISTRATIONS

Active Added Withdrawn Active
12/31/E8 v 1549 1949 12/31/49

Thres year period

Adult 3,799 1,141 1,907 3,033

o Juvenile 2°136 1,070 2,059 1,147
ne yesr or lesas

Student 1,094 1,025  1,09) 1,026

County 110 106 72 3

Rural students /L 8 2 :

Total 7,184 3,380 5,18 e

BOOE STOCK

Adult Juvenlls Total
31,024 7,928 38,952

Deo,31, 1
Added ]’_9;,31'8 1,164 ?45 i.??‘?
s 2040 2L S55—5822
__ Total Doo. 31, 1949 GIoL RIEe 0, 3
vifts included above 230

pERIODICALS
funer 1y rscelvaed 128
v -8l Of magazines currently

Total
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. S oOperat R :
1a%s .o ger Of the founding of the Communilgy's jfci)?st {;bi‘:rslso

a.;ﬁ;-five years ago.
nl

shor?® review of the library movement
jebt owed by the community to the of
g citizens, past and present.

our city will show
generosity and foresight

A

the
of 1P

tpe early settlers of Lawrence brought the culture af their

ive New Enzland with them, when in 185/ just tw
natst arriving, they held a meeting to estaglish a(r)x Iggﬁggiugff’gi
reeklY lectures, discussions and essays, and for the procuring

'¢ 8 library. They formed a literary association and called it
ine Kansas Athenium, and supported it by membership dues. A gift
of DOOKS f:?om Mr. Amos Lawrence and Mrs. Mary Webb to the library
was noted 11 t he Herald"of Freedom on January 27, 1855, along '
ith the.prognise, that -..a large addition to those already re-
ceived will be sent on to this city early in the Spring, when
navigation opens”™. The disbanding of this organization is hidden

in the obscurity of time . but it was probably brought about by
tne burning of Lawrence in 1855.

The present library can be traced directly to J.S. Boughton,
who established a circulating library in 1865 on a subscription
pasis. Evidently Mr. Boughton did not find his library a paying
proposition, for one year later a meeting was called in the
1ibrary rooms and a group of citizens formed a library association
to carry on the good work, paying the former owner for his interest.
This association sponsored theatricals, socials, excursions and
restivals of all kinds, accepted donations and even rented a chess
set at 25¢ a session in order to finance the library. Flve years
later another change was made when the city took over the respon-
sipility of the library, but with no provision of tax money for
{ts support, the librarian's salary was still devendent upon the
dollar a year charged each patron for the use of the books.

The first permanent librarian was Mrs. Helen Griswold, who was
hired in 1867. She was succeeded through the years by other hard
working, self-sacriflicing women, including Mrs. Rhoda Trask, Mrs.
ary Simpson, Mrs. Nellie Beatty, Miss Virginia Edwards, and kKiss

[illian Constant. |

In 1903, Mr. Andrew Carneigie’s offer of a $27,500 grant for

a library building brought about the prese
established under the state library law. MNrs. Charles P. Grovenor

donated the present site and the citizens of Lawrence voted to

Until 1903 the library had been supported by the civic-minded

People of the community, and now, when theflcityswasionabl SCRuONuos

for the library's support, it was found that the income from taxes

W48 not enough to provide the high level of service Lawrence demand-

®d.  Qutside help was still needed and given DY interested parties.

.~ The Woodwa Fami furnished the board room 1n mMEmOTy of B;inton
eb WOOdwardfd i{rs.lgheo. Poehler contributed 2 large collection

f Germg :on of children's books. Mrs. Sarah
Robj SacaasslosRancad COllec;;ck that stands pbehind the desk on
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il 55k Perkins furnished stee] DO

oK synd OF $L,000 for books on liteo}c Svacks and established

00 : - rature. Four a
?121 ynds were also set up to furnish the libra other memo

. the Virginia S. Edwards ¢
R : und for
5er;iand L1n901n plogl':'aphy, the Grovenor fuggoi‘.{‘gr
g to pay librarlians’ expenses to library conventions, the May

an spa for fine editions of chil '
\r00T € ]i‘_"und for good non-fiction. FRon books, and the Jane

Ty with books and
on American his-

e -

ence. AN early board member, Mr. Harry Dick

L?grbills pefore presenting them to the J.i.ljgrazxﬁfrl;l git.:egdi:ggipted

Bumgardner designed “}e book plate used in the gift books and

<pent mucl vallfable time To catalog thousands of govermment doc-

_gents. MISe fleanor Henley was noted for the many considerate
. -g she provided Tor the librarians' comfort and .especially

ne delightful room she furnished the children of Lawrence.

rhroughou’ the years the board has served its community well and

unstintingly’ and at no compensation to itself.

R

This generosity has continued right up to the present. There
are many organizations and individuals that present books im mem-
ory 0f loved ones. Prized book collections are willed to the
1ibrary, current booka and valuable editions are donated to sup-
lement present books. Gifts of flowers brighten the library
iuring the growing season and the staff is always cheered by the
nany greeting cards sent at Christmas by library users.

such efforts as these have supolied the library with that
extra impetus that has meant the difference between the success
or failure of one of the most important adult education and recre-

ation centers in our community.

The demand on the library has been increased again in the past
year, 12,290 more books were taken out than in 1948, for a total
circulation of 102,@05 Dbooks; 3,380 people registered for library
cards, 609 more than the year before. There were 1,989 new books
added to the shelves, bringing the collection up to 39,822 volumes.
The children's department has been a beehive of activity all year
around with class visits to the library (85), Saturday morning

story hours (attended by 714 children), and a vigorous Summer
Beading Program. The latter was jointly sponsored DY the library

and the Parent-Teachers Association.

l1ected in the past year.
ew exhibit case and display
on the other, while the
elving added for the display of

‘Wrrent newspapers and magazinese. A soft yellow color scheme was
U8ed in the redecorating of the children's room, and a large bulle-

“In board was installed to brighten & dark cornev.

All of the abo i ment
1 ve improvements an
;grthe citizens of La'.vrpence ot the average cost of only &9¢ per
S0n

It is w3 i that the librarian takes
thi S8 with heartfelt appreciatlonns ot Lawrence and especially

3 Opprotunitvy to tnank the citize :
eratiibrary Boa:}rrd gngnghe Library Staff .forith:ile‘ ;gégngégrcw%;

< 9 2 . Tam Il ®

1400 and support of the library PTOSTEIL =/ ii ue to meet their

a So h p
Opes e 11 service
eXpectation’;h:Edfui.n{{,,wéllllt‘ggiiya continuation of the good will shown.

Librarian
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fo the Eionoz"able Joard of Dlrsctors ST the Laxrance Free
lio Libr&?}'-
Pud

{ pave the bozuor Lo report the followinsg receipta and
pursexents for the year ending Uecember 31, 1949.

dis
RATNTENANCE
palanos % . 8L§.95
vopaipts 16,466.2¢
5’::1’511"3 3’ 163 550.00 : )
r‘:‘.lance —— 829.2&
: 2 17, 30G.24 ¥ 17,309.24
DUPLICATE PAY “
231an0e < 1,672.28
Reoelot s o 12317
.‘,}:BrmntS o 2 » ﬁ2 5 011'
53lance e BLJe b1
i §  2,005.45 3 2,965.45
L. He PERKINS MEMORIAL FUND
Balance 3 29, 32
Warrsats % 11.32
palance 43+ Q0 s
e T O
VIRGINIA S. EDWARDS MEMORIAL FUXD
Balance | 3 53.98
Receipis 1,032.50
Yarrants g 1L 0%5 .%g
palance ia®:
P 1,092.48 = 1,092.48
CURDON CROVENOR MRHORIAL FUND
Balance 3 112.45
Becalpts 5C.00
Warrants o 2 3 ~ gzi
dalance 127,
MAY XOORE ¥E4ORIAL FUAD
salance 3 50,97
Receipts 50500
gairants 3 ’2716,.30
24ia&n e 97
i % 100,97 3 100.97
TANE WELCHE MEMORIAL FUND
talance 3 59«74
Receipts 1,032.50
g:i‘rants 2 1,037.31
2noe SRR 5 825 e
2 1,092.24 7 1,092,24
Balanoe ALLFZTRES 3 2,327. 69
Seoeipt s 19,949. 46
. iTrants & 20,755003
*Lance C _2,022.12 : :
% 22,77715 $ 22,777.15

All of wnioh is respsotIfully submitted,

b, Treasurer




