
H e l l i e Griswold Beatty. 

Every man, woman and c h i l d i n the c i t y of Lawrence 

knows Mrs. N e l l i e G. Beatty. Being a n a t i v e daughter of Kansas 

and of Lawrence, and having been during the l a s t f i f t e e n y e a r s 

i n charge of the popular p u b l i c l i b r a r y , her name i s f a m i l i a r 

i n every home i n the c i t y . . 

Her parents were Dr. J c F. Griswold and Helen Mary 

(Hewitt) Griswold. They were among the e a r l y s e t t l e r s of the 

fr e e s t a t e town, and Doctor Griswold was one of the v i c t i m s i n the 

inhuman massacre of the Q u a n t r e l l r a i d . 

N e l l i e Griswold grew to womanhood i n Lawrence and 

attended the p u b l i c school, the high school and the State U n i v e r s i t y . 

I n college she was a member of the Kappa Alpha Theta s o r o r i t y . 

Down towm she was connected with such organizations as 

the F r i e n d s i n Co"uncil, the Congregational Church and the Order 

of the Eastern Star. 

She was married June 18, 1885 to W. H. Beatty. T h e i r 

son, Jerome Griswold B e a t t y , has made an^,usual success as a 

newspaper correspondent and short s t o r y w r i t e r . He i s at present 

P u b l i c i t y D i r e c t o r of the McClure F i l m Corporation. His w i f e was 

Dorothea Janet McKnight. 
Ever since the Carnegie Endowment and the organization 

of the Lawrence Free P u b l i c L i b r a r y , Mrs. Beatty has been the 



a. 

l i b r a r i a n i n charge, and she i s l a r g e l y r esponsible f o r i t s develop­

ment i n t o a modern and h i g h l y e f f i c i e n t educational i n s t i t u t i o n . 

She took charge of the c i t y l i b r a r y when i t was managed on the 

s u b s c r i p t i o n p l a n with about 350 patrons; f a c i l i t i e s for s e r v i c e 

have been i n c r e a s e d many times i n the new l i b r a r y , and there a re 

now more than 5000 t i c k e t holders. Even t h i s does not express 

the extent of development that has taken place during her admin­

i s t r a t i o n , f o r the l i b r a r y i n i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p to the p u b l i c schools, 

the u n i v e r s i t y , the Various study clubs and the p u b l i c i n general, 

e x e r t s an i n f l u e n c e that i s not to be measured by s t a t i s t i c s . 

T h i s , Mr«, Beat t y regards a s her l i f e work, and she her­

s e l f takes more p r i d e i n the high s t a t u s that the l i b r a r y has a t ­

ta i n e d than i n any other achievement of her l i f e , except i n being 

the mother of Jerome Beatty. Her wisdom i n l i b r a r y matters i s 

recognized among l i b r a r i a n s , and she has always stood high i n the 

c o u n c i l s of the State L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , and has served as i t s 

s e c r e t a r y f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , and a s i t s p r e s i d e n t . 


